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Bridget went to the grocer’s shop to 
buy butter.  “How much does it cost?” 
she asked him. 

“$4 a pound,” he replied. 
“In the shop down the road they are 

only $3 a pound,” she told him. 
“Why don’t you buy it there, then?” 

he asked her. 
“They’re out of stock,” said Bridget. 
“Well, when I’m out of stock, I only 

charge $2 a pound,” the grocer informed 
her. 

“All right, then,” said Bridget.  “I’ll 
come back when you’re out of stock!” 

Mike was making his will. “I want 
my money divided equally between my 
son and my daughter,” he told his 
lawyer. “And I leave the residue to 
charity!” 

Mike was very ugly, but he claimed 
that he’d been born a beautiful baby, and 
a jealous nurse had exchanged him at 
birth! 
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EDITORIAL 
How sad both these human failings are, 

and though there are none in the human race 
who are perfect, these two problems prevent 
those who have them from many things that 
they might benefit from. 

In the above paragraph I refer to an 
accusation from some folks in town who 
accuse this paper of pushing religion in our 
health articles, and being associated with a 
church group, who last year caused a problem 
in Yarloop by pestering householders by their 
knocking on doors. 

To take the first accusation, this paper 
though puzzled by it all, has come to realise 
that the accusation has to be levelled at us 
because of our health articles that appear 
from time to time in this Journal. 

We don’t have to print these articles, in 
fact we don’t have to print anything we don’t 
want to.  However, we print these articles and 
other associated snippets on things pertaining 
to good health because we genuinely want 
everyone to be happy and healthy.  We do not 
care whether you read our Journal or not, in 
fact if you read it with narrow-mindedness 

and hyprocrisy in mind, we wish you would 
refuse to read it so all those other people 
who want to read it, can do so with the 
copies you seem to find fault with. 

However, the important point we 
wish to make is that we acknowledge the 
two writers of the church group, simply 
because we are bound by ethics of 
journalism to acknowledge them when 
we copy in detail the things they write in 
some other paper or magazine. 

If these health articles that we print 
were written by a priest or minister from 
any other denomination, and if they were 
accessible to us, we would still print them 
and acknowledge the writer of them and 
the church they were affiliated with or 
represented.   

On the second accusation, the compilers 
of this Journal, wish to announce most 
loudly that they do not agree with any 
church group who pester other people with 
their beliefs.  If such a group wishes to 
approach others, this editor believes it 
should be through the letterbox and not by 
knocking on someone’s door.  This is the 
belief always held and is so to this day.  

NARROW-MINDEDNESS AND HYPOCRISY 

 NOTE YARLOOP HISTORICAL WORKSHOPS  FINAL 
STEAM DAY FOR 2008 IS ON THE 9th NOVEMBER. 2008. 

THE SECOND SUNDAY IN NOVEMBER 2008. DOORS 
OPEN AT 9.30 AND GUIDED TOURS. 
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EVERY DECENT PERSON IS 
BAFFLED 

One of the top city policemen was heard to 
remark on television some few weeks back that 
the police were completely baffled by the 
brutality and mayhem displayed by an 
increasing number of people in today’s society. 

This was spoken around the time of the 
Sunday brawl by young people on the beach at 
Scarborough.  There were also a number of older 
residents who voiced their fears that the area 
they love to call home was being spoilt by this 
violence. 

What could be the cause?  Whatever it is, is 
definitely un-Australian, yet it is being displayed 
by many Australians.  In many cases the 
violence has ended up in the death of the one 
attacked or set upon by these out-of-control 
people.   Has this violence been brought to this 
country in the people from other countries?  By 
the people governments of both persuasions 
have encouraged.   Is it due to drugs and other 
substances treated  so casually by society, or is it 
because the justice system is too easy on 
offenders. 

We have no excuse to plead ignorance in our 
knowledge of how the governments of other 
countries would treat this social ‘disease’.  Yet 
in comparison to the crimes of assault on old and 
elderly men and women, women especially, it is 
equal to a pat on the back of the hand and telling 
the offenders not to do it again. 

Now, though not qualified to make a definite 
statement, but state it has been said that on the 
law of averages that probably 20 percent of 
offenders of other crimes might be rehabilitated.  
However, once an exhibitor of violence always 
an exhibitor of violence and it is likely that such 
a person will have this tendency all their life.   
This makes them a burden to themselves and to 
the society they live in, so wouldn’t it be kinder 
to them and society to eliminate them from the 
human race altogether, for there is a true saying 
that violence begets violence, and it is definitely 
increasing! 
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NO MORE TIMBER FROM YARLOOP 
For all those old Yarloopians and others 

whose family and relations belonged to the 
town of Yarloop, it was recently announced 
that the milling company of Gunns Timber is 
about to close its Yarloop operation. 

It does not seem possible that the town 
of Yarloop that was founded on timber, is to 
be delivered one more blow in its process of 
being destroyed in the name of timber.  
Yarloop was founded as a milling town 
because of the abundance of timber, and now 
it has one more nail in its coffin because of 
the lack of it. 

The first tree was felled in Yarloop from 
the virgin forest where today’s Old Mill 
Boarding House now stands, in  the early part 
of the year of 1894, and was to cut timber to 
finish the very first timber mill that was also 
near the Old Mill Boarding House.  That first 
tree was one of the smaller trees standing in a 
forest of gigantic trees, because the mill was 
only a small mill speedily erected to mill 
timber for the company building purposes. 

The next mill was 100 yards north and 
was a bandsaw mill made to cut the larger 
trees,  then followed Hoffman No 1 Mill, 
Waterous, and Nanga Brook, then Hoffman 
No 2 Mill.  As well as numerous other smaller 
mills, or spot mills.   

Yarloop was a depot for those closer 
mills and gradually another re-cut mill was 
built in the vicinity, but a little west of where 
Gunns mill is today . 

Timber was stockpiled at Yarloop and 
between the years of 1894 and 1927 became 
the largest timber centre in the world. The 
smell of green sawdust and freshly milled 
jarrah timber was an ‘aroma’ peculiar to only 
Yarloop, due to its vast expanse of timber all 
stacked neatly into stacks at the uniform 
height of 15 feet, with only 15 inches in 
between each stack.  

As the company expanded its milling 
operation all over the lower southwest, 

Yarloop became an even larger centre for all 
the other mill towns in the company’s 
holdings, and it was really something when 
an employee was told he was being 
transferred to Yarloop, for to be in Yarloop 
was the ultimate advancement into true 
civilisation.   

As the milling industry grew, so too did 
the company’s need for an engineering works 
to service all their mills and again Yarloop 
was the chosen town.  During all of its life, 
the farming community, the timber men, the 
businessmen, and the workers in the 
Engineering Complex got on famously with 
each other and created a Yarloop society that 
would have left nothing to be desired among 
all other country towns and local societies.  
When bad luck or sadness struck one family, 
it struck every other person in the town, each 
person gave courtesy and consideration to the 
other, and everyone helped each other, they 
were great and wonderful days for Yarloop 
and such a society will now never be repeated 
again in the remaining history of the world, 
and only those who lived in those times can 
realise just how wonderful it was.  

Now it seems that it is the end of 
another era for Yarloop.  No more will there 
be the sound of saws or the smell of green 
sawn sawdust or timber.  It is stated that the 
company intends to retain their veneer 
operation at Yarloop, but for how long is 
anyone’s guess. 

Is there anything else that can happen to 
Yarloop, a most unfortunate town over  the 
last few years?  However, whatever happens 
from now on it truly is the end of timber 
milling from an era lasting 112 years, and I 
know for certain that if all those old timber 
workers and all those engineers from the 
Workshops Complex could return and speak 
today, the exact words they would say would 
be, “What the bloody hell has happened to 
this world!”   
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(Cont/d from page 13) Restaurant provided 
the food under the watchful eye of Carmel 
Hill, ably assisted by Robyn and Pam, who 
prepared and served a delicious 
smorgasbord-style baked dinner and cold 
meats that were enjoyed by all.  

Sadly their time was limited and the 
tour ‘in our eyes’ was rushed, but they 
appreciated the time spent in our Historic 
Yarloop Workshops Complex.  Nigel was 
the bus driver for the Inside Tract Tours, 
which take people all over the world.  

These men and women were from 
various steam clubs around England and 
arrived about 11.15 am.  We were informed 
that they had only an hour for the tour as 
they needed to sit down to lunch at 12 and 
leave for their next destination at 1.00 pm.  
This being the case, the Steam House was 
the important part of the tour.  They left 
shortly after lunch for Dwellingup and the 
tour to Etamyllin on the Hoffman Valley 
Steam Train, operated once again, by 
volunteers. 

Volunteers.  We are always interested 
in Volunteers and if you are the right 
person, for this interesting unpaid work, all 
it takes is a phone call. 

We have a new volunteer in Graham 
Penno, from Pinjarra who is cataloguing 

the tools in the Blacksmith’s Shop for our 
records.  Thank you for your time and effort, 
as your help is invaluable.  

The Gift Shop – is being renovated in 
preparation for the new Post Office that is 
being installed in the building.  The progress 
is continuing and we hope that the Australia 
Post will be operating from this building early 
in November.  The men from Fairbridge are 
doing a great job and we have come to know 
them over the weeks that they have been 
working at the Workshops complex, firstly in 
this project, in the restaurant, and now in the 
gift shop.   

From our records we have had about 1000 
tourist through the doors, since the end of 
April.  These people come from Mandurah, 
Perth, Bunbury, every state in the nation, and 
overseas.  The response is always the same.  
Why don’t you tell People about this place?  
We’d never heard of it until….  Sadly most of 
the local people haven’t an appreciation of it 
either.  I’m all guilty of the same ignorance, 
for I had never been off the highways to come 
into to the greatest small town in the nation.  
With a history that is vast, not only in its 
duration, but the exportation of Jarrah timber 
all over the world.  Did you know that the 
Yarloop Workshops was the largest complex 
of its kind in the world at the time?     

At left.  Vehicles 
of the Porsche 
Car Club in 
Yarloop to view 
the Historical 
Y a r l o o p 
W o r k s h o p s 
Complex.  The 
c a r s  a r e 
beautifully kept 
and a guided 
tour was enjoyed 
by all members.  
See Dawn Pitts 
on page 13. 
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OSTEOARTHRITIS (See Editorial) 
By Allan R Handysides and Peter. N 

Landless. Two Doctors from the Seventh 
Day Adventist Health Ministries. 

A 68-year-old female patient asks the 
following question of these two doctors.  I 
have pain in my knees when I walk.  The 
doctor told me it is osteoarthritis and I 
should take an over-the-counter painkiller 
and lose weight.  Would you please write 
more about this problem and what I should 
do? 

Osteoarthritis is the most common form 
of arthritis and it occurs in people as they 
age.  Arthritis is inflammation of a joint.  The 
joints are the interfaces of bones, where the 
bone is covered with a smooth cartilage and 
encapsulated in a fibrous sac.  The lining of 
the sac is called synovium, and it secretes 
synovial fluid–a joint lubricant. 

In rheumatoid arthritis, the synovium 
flamed because it is targeted by the body’s 
immune system as though it were foreign 
tissue. This misguided immune response 
causes inflammation, and the inflammatory 
secretions damage the cartilage and joint, 
leading to deformity.  Why the body attacks 
its own membranes has not been fully 
clarified. 

Other forms of arthritis may be associated 
with infection, tumours, or even gout.  In the 
latter condition, crystals of uric acid 
precipitate into the joint and cause 
inflammation. 

Osteoarthritis is not associated with 
infection, tumours, crystals or autoantibodies, 
but seems to occur in people who have a 
family predisposition, persons who have 
seriously overworked their joints or even 
those who have suffered a trauma.  In 
osteoarthritis, the cartilage over the end of the 
bone degenerates for reasons that are not 
completely clear, and mild to moderate 
inflammation is set up in the joint. The bone 
underlying the damage cartilage becomes 

increasingly dense and the bony outgrowth at 
the edges of the joint cause nobbly-looking 
joints. 

When this process involves joints such as 
knees or hips, it can cause difficulty in 
walking.  If it causes small joint arthritis, as in 
the hands, it results in a loss of dexterity and 
weakness.  Exercise can be damaging to 
osteroarthritis  joints, but aquatic exercise 
such as swimming—has been shown to be 
very helpful and is the exercise of choice.  It 
also helps to lose weight, especially if the 
joints involved are knee or hip joints.  Dietry 
changes are not particularly useful in helping 
osteroarthritis, though a reduced acid load 
may help rheumatoid arthritis, hence the 
benefit of a vegetarian diet in that condition. 

Some have touted the use of Chrondroitin 
sulfate and glucosamine, but a large controlled 
study sponsored by the National Institutes of 
Health found them not superior to placebo 
(the proverbial sugar pill).  Limited data 
support the use of injected hyaluronic acid 
into the joint, and much of the treatment 
revolves around pain relief.  Acupuncture has 
been shown to improve the pain in some but 
most use acetaminophen  (Tylenol). 

The non-steroidal antiinflammatories, such 
as Naproxin may be tried in the lowest 
effective doses in cases in which Tylenol is 
not helping, but they have side effects on the 
stomach. 

For many a surgical joint replacement is 
very helpful, and where we used to delay this 
as long as possible, some studies suggest 
earlier replacement may prevent muscle 
weakness and debility and actually be 
associated  with a more productive lifestyle. 

Clearly this is scanty coverage of this 
topic, and your doctors will give you more 
specific advice for your individualised needs.  
We hope you can obtain sufficient relief so 
you can enjoy your life.  
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AN APOLOGY 
In last month’s Journal between the formatting 

of it on to a data-saving device and the transfer to 
the commercial printing presses, a section of the 
police report was lost and should have read as 
follows — ‘GENERAL: There are still kids getting 
up to mischief and being generally antisocial.  They 
are known to Police and hopefully we can resolve 
issues with their parents before other intervention is 
required.’   (Richard, the Journal apologises for this problem). 

A woman walks into a bank in Perth and asks to see the 
manager. She tells him she is going to Hong Kong on busi-
ness for two weeks and needs to borrow $5,000. 

The manager says the bank will need some kind of secu-
rity for the loan, so the woman hands over the keys to a new 
Ferrari convertible. 

The car is parked in the street at the front of the bank, she 
has the title and everything checks out, and the bank agrees to 
the collateral for the loan. 

The manager and the tellers all enjoy a good laugh at the 

woman for using a 
$250,000 dollar Ferrari as 
collateral against a measly 
$5,000 dollar loan. 

An employee of the 
bank then proceeds to drive 
the Ferrari into the bank’s 
underground and parks it 
there. 

Two weeks later the 
lady returns, pays the bank 
the $5.000 dollars she bor-
rowed plus the interest that 
comes to $15.41. 

The manager says, 
“Miss, we are glad to have 
your business, but we are a 
little puzzled.  While you 
were away we checked you 
out and found you are a 
millionairess.  Why would 
you bother to borrow 
$5,000?” 

The woman smiled and 
said, “where  in Perth could 
I park my car for two weeks 
for $15.41?” 

Did you know that peanuts 
were successfully grown in 
Yarloop in the years of 
1918 to 1921, in the area at 
the end of Clifton Road , 
before it makes a right-
angled bend towards 
Harvey. This editor’s 
grandfather said they were 
of good quality and if the 
townsfolk walked out there 
they could buy them at 
threepence for a  brown 
paper bag full that held at 
least three pounds of raw 
peanuts, and children used 
to roast them on a fire in 
the back yards. 
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BY DAWN PITTS. 
Steam Day 12th October 2008  
This was a great success despite the 

fact that we only had part of our stock on 
display because of the renovations taking 
place in the Gift Shop. and we hope that 
the next Steam Day will see us settled 
back into the Gift Shop once more.   

As usual the Steam Men did a 
wonderful job informing the tourists of 
the workings of the stationary engines.  

The Steam Winch that operates on a 
Steam Day was manufactured by Clark 
Chapman and Co in the UK.  It was 
originally a ships deck winch, but used for 
many years on a timber mill log landing 
for unloading steam train hauled log 
rakes.  Many examples of this style of 
winch were used in WA timber mills for 
this purpose.  A second steam winch is 
operated  when necessary, to move the 
logs being cut by a steam saw, for 
demonstration purposes outside the Steam 
House on the east side of the building.  
This steam-saw is an unusual exhibition 
although common to most mills, at one 
time its use was to dock logs into length 
the say mill could handle. This particular 
steam saw was once used at the Albany 
Whaling Station before it was closed and 
turned into a tourist attraction. 

The pipe organ being played in the 
Plumber’s Shop drew many through its 
door and John Larner explained the 
history of the Pipes against the wall and 
the crowed enjoyed it immensely from all 
reports. 

As you enter the Steam House on the 
right hand side of the building you will 
find the Tanges Birmingham engine.  It is 
a single cylinder with stationary boiler it 
would have driven the engine with a 10 
inch bore and 18inch stroke and develops 
10HP at 100 RPM.   Then on your left is a 

Bellis and Morcom engine that has a two stage 
double acting air compressor cylinders with a 
19inch bore and 8 inch stroke.  The second 
cylinder ‘D’ type engine has a 12 inch bore and 
8 inch stroke the maximum exhaust steam 
pressure is 40 PSI. 

The Porsche Car Club  
About 40 members of the Porsche Car Club 

visited the Yarloop Workshops for the 
beginning of their mystery Tour.  All members 
were requested to meet at The Cabin Restaurant 
at 10.00 am. As they gathered, some decided to 
sip cups of coffee or tea and eat from the 
morning tea that was provided for their 
purchase, while others enjoyed a tour of our 
Complex.  The tour lasted just over 1½ hours 
and it was a pleasure to explain the history of 
Yarloop to this enthusiastic group of people.  
Many have said that they will be telling others 
of its uniqueness and returning on a Steam Day.   

After their tour, the group travelled to the 
next destination that remained unknown to all 
accept the tour organiser.  

The NEXT STEAM DAY ON THE 9TH 
NOVEMBER, 2008 will be the last for the 
year and we look forward to the men returning 
again in March, 2009. 

A Special Firing of the Boilers at the 
Workshops 

On 17th October, a special ‘Day’ of steam 
was arranged with permission from Colin 
Puzey to fire up the boilers and get the steam up 
for a group of 25 men and women from 
England, who had come out here to specifically 
see the engines running.  This was their first 
stop in the tour that will take them across 
Australia over the next 35 days.   

We at the Journal wish to thank, the Steam 
Men of the day, Bob Murphy, Robbie, Brian 
O’Donnell, Wally, and acknowledge the 
assistant of Ron Sackville, for this part of the 
day. 

Once again The Cabin (Cont/d on page 14).     

HAPPENINGS AT YARLOOP WORKSHOPS 
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KID’S PAGE (Val Fortune) 
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BUNBURY ROTARY HOEING 
 

Brian Eastcott PO Box 108 Waroona !  Phone 
0427445739 Fax 97335428 

 
Firebreaks, Slashing, Ripping and Mounding, 

Reseeding and Fertilising, General Tractor 
Work, Tractor Hire, Spraying. All work done 

professionally and speedily! 

THERE HAS TO BE SOMETHING OUT THERE 

BY GEOFF FORTUNE.  Some weeks 
back I was so glad to see and hear on a 
television current affair show, that people 
interviewed said they had indisputable proof 
of a large strange feline animal on the prowl 
in their midst.   Some were calling it a puma, 
others a black leopard, and I just had to agree 
with them that there was something strange 
among our wildlife. 

In this I refer to something I saw over 30 
years ago, but back then you didn’t breathe a 
word of it for you would have been branded  
an alcoholic or a nut case.  

It happened twice when I was stationed 
out on the Gibson Desert area with a 
Government Department.  The first time 
occurred when I was travelling east to 
Meekatharra and from 50 yards away saw 
without fail (for I know what I saw), a black 
panther on top of a dead cow that had been 
killed by a semi trailer, and lying  on the side 
of the track.  This animal kept tearing at the 
flesh of the dead animal until I was no more 
than  25 yards away then it slunk off into the 
thick scrub at the side of track.  This was 
definitely a black panther (leopard) or a puma. 

The second sighting occurred 9 months 
later in an area 350 miles away.  This time I 
was at a place called Ethel Creek 200 miles 
north-east of Mt Newman.  It was 9 o’clock 
at night and I was about to stop for a cuppa 
and a sandwich, and had slowed down prior 
to stopping, when across the road and in the 
full light of the headlights some 15 yards 
ahead was a panther or puma, but this time it 
was not jet black like the first one I saw, but a 
deep dark brown.  It stopped  and stared at 
the vehicle looking directly at it.  On the rack 
at the back of me I had my 15-shot lever 
action Winchester .44 rifle, which I 
immediately took up and began to exit the 
vehicle.  However, by the time I was out of 
the vehicle it was disappearing to the 
opposite side of the road and almost out of 
the car’s headlights.  I immediately started 
the vehicle and swung it around facing the 
bush on the side of the road, but being the 
animal it was, it had ‘melted’ into the scrub.  
Though these animals look and are beautiful 
animals I had made up my mind on the spur 
of the moment to kill this one to prove once 
and for all that they do exist. 
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This paper was recently accused by certain Yarloop people who 
also accused us of pushing religion, that we don’t print any 
Yarloop items.  In that case put your hand where your mouth is 
and write something for the Journal, we guarantee you will have 
your name under it and it will definitely be printed, even your 
criticism of this Journal if you put it in writing, and not state it 
by word of mouth.  And we do state with out any reservations 
that we print more Yarloop content in every Journal. 

This Journal sincerely 
thanks Bevan and Jan 
Delaney for all their 
contributions that give 
news of the Yarloop 
Bush Fire Brigade 
Support Group and other 
town activities and news 
that Jan contributes 
when there is anything 
going on in the town.   
She has contributed 
news recently of the 
Tidy Towns progress 
and doubtless we will be 
able to soon print the 
winning town.  We 
sincerely hope it is 
Yarloop, for this town is 
a nice, clean and pretty 
little town.  Jenny Cross 
was also a good 
correspondent and we 
a p p r e c i a t e d  h e r 
contribution of town 
news on the social side 
of things.  So all in all, 
we again state that if 
a n y o n e  e l s e  h a s 
something they think 
should go in let us have 
it. 
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BY GEOFF FORTUNE. I don’t know if Elliot 
Ness ever came to Yarloop with his team of 
‘Untouchables’ or whether he only fought the ‘Al 
Capones’ of the prohibition era in Chicago.  
However, Yarloop did have quite a few incidents 
in relation to this era.  My grandfather, who 
worked for Millars Timber and Trading Company 
for 49 years as a Wheelwright at the Yarloop 
Workshops, often told me of the Yarloop brawls 
and gang fights between the drinkers, and the 
prohibitionists when they came to Yarloop by 
train to carry their message to the town drinkers.  
At that time, all activity of a weekend was 
centred at the all-timber Palace Hotel (and a 
beautiful hotel it was, too) in McDowell Street 
almost opposite to where the station platform is. 
He said that one particular incident was nasty 
indeed.   It was on a Saturday night, when all 
the Mill and Workshop men were at the pub 
drinking,  and 50 prohibitionists, came to town 
on an evening train and organised a street 
march with the Yarloop Salvation Army  band 
leading it.  It was to end at the Palace Hotel.  My 
grandfather stated that it certainly did end there.  

Unbeknown to the prohibitionists, the Yarloop men 
got to hear that the prohibitionists had planned 
their ‘crusade’, and they ‘imported’ 30 Irish mill 
workers from some of the Company’s south-west 
mills, who were heavy drinkers.  The town 
drinkers, must have thought that the prohibitionists 
were ‘pansies’ and that 30 tough, hard-drinking 
Irishmen would be sufficient for 50 prohibitionists.  
It was stated that each side was evenly matched in 
enthusiasm and the fight broke out when the 
Irishmen stood in line across McDowell Street to 
stop the prohibitionists from advancing.  Now, 
unbeknown to the Irishmen there were only 25 
prohibitionist amateur fist-fighters, but 25 part-
professional boxers whom the prohibitionists had 
hired to protect them at Yarloop for they knew the 
old ‘Loop’ was rip-roaring town on a Saturday night 
in those days.  The fight lasted all night, with 17 
Irishmen and 21 prohibitionists spending the night 
in the mill hospital. No, not in Jail, there was only 
one policeman in town then and he stated he had 
been called to Perth for a meeting on that 
particular night.    
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YARLOOP COMMUNITY HEALTH 
CENTRE 

Open Mondays to Fridays 8 am to 4 pm 
 
 
 

We off: Social Work Service! Finanncial Counselling! Mental Health 
Services Counselling!  Child health and Immunisation !  A visiting 
Practitioner and a confidential needle and syringe prograpmme 

Suggestions for health-promoting groups and activities welcome! 
For appointments for further information contact the Commonwealth 

Care  Nurse or reception on ph97822350 

VOLUNTEERS FROM PINJARRA 
Some months back the Workshops had a 

group go through on a guided tour.  One of the 
members of the group was a Mr Graham Penno 
from the Bellswan development in Pinjarra.  
Graham came twice on his own to help 
catalogue Workshops’ artifacts, which he 
progressed with in a capable and business-like 
manner.  Then suddenly Graham arrived one 
day with three other volunteers from the 
Bellswan development in Pinjarra.   

They are not only wonderful volunteers but 
also jolly fine men, and Val, Dawn and I are 
proud to now number them among valuable 
friends, and a truly valuable asset to the 
Yarloop Historical Workshops.   

They have recently pledged their valuable 
time support and assistance in organising the 
removal and transport of all the machines of a 
complete joinery works from Mandurah to the 
Yarloop Workshops. 

It is to be hoped that future plans will 
enable us to set up all the necessary 
machines for the care and maintainance of 
the Workshops Complex buildings, to 
manufacture our own showcases for 
safeguarding and displaying our artifacts, 
and also advance to a stage where we may 
be able to train young would-be Joiners and 
Cabinetmakers at the Yarloop Centre. 

Though as stated that it might be a future 
plan, the machines and a fully equipped 
joinery shop makes it a highly probable 
project.  It would be a wonderful thing to 
achieve, for it would be a return to what the 
timber company of Millars Timber and 
Trading company did in its years as the 
once greatest timber company in the world.  
They employed the best joiners and 
cabinetmakers of that day, and I am grateful 
that they passed them on to others. 
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YARLOOP TIDY TOWNS 2008  (By Jan Delaney) 

It should be noted that some information 
circulated in YARAR newsletter is incorrect, 
as the State Awards for Tidy Towns are 
always held in Perth after the Regional 
Awards have been announced statewide, and 
that is what will happen here.  The efforts of 
the few people involved this year have been 
acknowledged, as Yarloop was chosen to 
host the 2008 South West Tidy Towns –
Sustainable Communities Regional Awards 
at the Cabin Restaurant  on Friday 7th 
November. 

Representatives from the eight 
participating towns in our region, along with 
the Department of Environment and 
Conservation and Keep Australia Beautiful 
personnel, plus various other government 
and local organisations that have been 
involved in various ways, will be joined by 
invited guests.  The presentations from each 
c o m m u n i t y ,  h i g h l i g h t i n g  t h e i r 
accomplishments during the year, are to be 
followed by a light lunch before the 
announcement of the Regional winner and 
Regional Achievement Award winners. 

Following the official proceedings, if 
there is time, some visitors may enjoy a walk 
around town or a tour of the Workshops.  If 

they choose to do so, arrangements will be 
made on the day, according to the wishes of 
our visitors. 

I must say ‘thank you’ to Howard Page and 
his helpers for continuing their regular clean-
up around town; Dave and Robina Harvey, 
who came to my assistance when required; the 
girls in Bunbury, Perth and Waroona  who 
have been helpful through 2007/2008 and 
everyone else who supported us in our efforts 
during the year, especially Carmel Hill and the 
Workshops and Louise, who will do the power
-point presentation for me.  

It is good news that approval has been 
given for large bins to be located in Yarloop.  
This will help residents with removal of 
unwanted items that cannot be disposed of 
through the normal rubbish service, and could 
possibly be a project, depending on categories 
chosen for tidy towns 2009.  This should 
certainly mean a much tidier town with all 
unwanted clutter vanishing from household 
lots forever, we hope! 

Next month I will advise readers of all the 
winners in the South West Region and maybe 
suggest some more projects we can consider to 
include for 2009 Tidy Towns.  Jan Delaney, 
YARLOOP TIDY TOWNS 2008 

At left.  Part of the 
group from England 
who were interested in 
seeing the Yarloop 
Workshops vintage  
steam engines running.  
Many of the visitors 
belong to similar 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s  i n 
England that run 
vintage steam engines 
and other vehicles 
saved or rebuilt from 
their working life 
during the Steam Age. 
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At left. The Fairbridge builders, 
from Pinjarra, who are doing the 
alterations to the entrance to the 
Yarloop Historical Workshops 
are doing an excellent job of 
building and are presently lining 
the Gift shop area with plaster 
board.  This building company 
trains apprentices for the 
building trade and all other 
associated trades.  
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PAUSE FOR A REST.  A store that 
sells new husbands had just opened in the 
city, where a woman may go to choose anew 
husband.  Among the instructions at the 
entrance is a description of how the store 
operates.  You may visit the store only once.  
There are 6 floors and the attributes of the 
men increase as the shopper ascends the 
flights. 

There is, however, a catch. You may 
choose any man from a particular floor but 
you cannot go back down except to exit the 
building. 

So, a woman goes to the Husband Store 
to find a husband.  On the first floor is a sign 
which reads ‘These men have jobs.’  The 
second floor sign reads, ‘These men have 
jobs and love kids.’ 

The third floor sign reads, ‘These men 
have jobs, love kids, and are extremely good
-looking.’ 

‘Wow,’ the woman thinks but feels 
compelled to keep going. 

She goes to the fourth floor and the sign 
reads, ‘These men have jobs, love kids, are 
good looking and help with the housework.’  
“Oh, my God.” she says, “I can hardly stand 
it.   This is unbelievable.” 

Still she goes to the fifth floor where the 
sign reads, ‘These men have jobs, love kids, 
are gorgeous looking, help with the 
housework, and have a strong romantic 
streak.’ 

She is so tempted to stay, but decides to 
go to the sixth floor, where the sign reads, 
‘You are visitor 35,496 to this floor.  This 
floor exists solely as proof that women are 
impossible to please.  Thank you for 
shopping at the Husband store.’   

It is not known how true it is but we have 
been told that the machine that John Holland 
has working on the renovation or renewal of 
the railway line through Yarloop is a 
remarkable machine and is fascinating to 
watch working.  We do not know how far 
they are from Yarloop, but keep your eyes 
open, as it is a little more education that 
costs nothing to carry around and one can 
see how automaton  relieves so many people 
of their occupation.  Once there was a gang 
of men employed called the ‘navvy gang’ 
who replaced worn-out railway lines and 
made repairs and renewals.  Today a 
machine does it in a fraction of the time. 


